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1. Summary

During the period August 20 — 22, 2001, visits were made to the Ministry of Science
and Technology, National Institute for Science and Technology Policy and Strategy
Studies, National Center for Technology Progress, National Centre for Natural Sciences
and Technology and the MOD Technology Section. These meetings were arranged by
U. S. Embassy staff for Dr. Craig Dorman’s country visit. His primary goal was to
assess the present status of S & T in Vietnam, the future direction and funding priorities
of S & T efforts and to learn the strengths/weaknesses of the major governmental
participants in S & T.

There are a lot of negatives that could be used to characterize the state of S & T in
Vietnam. However, with a recently signed S & T agreement between Vietnam and the
United States, change is on the horizon, if for no other reason than the detailed plans for
improvements provided in the MOSTE, NISTPASS, NACENTECH and NCST
briefings.
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This report will focus on contacts at MOSTE and NCST, as scientists in their various
institutes are involved in work closely aligned with OAS’s scope of interest.

2. Background

On Monday August 20 accompanied Dr. Craig Dorman and Gary Sigmon from U.S.
Embassy to this facility:
1. Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment (MOSTE)

On Tuesday August 21 accompanied Dr. Craig Dorman and Gary Sigmon from U.S.
Embassy to these facilities:
1. National Institute for Science and Technology Policy and Strategy Studies
(NISTPASS)
2. National Center for Technology Progress (NACENTECH)

On Wednesday August 22 accompanied Dr. Craig Dorman, Gary Sigmon (#1) and Lt.
Col. Frank Miller (#2) from U.S. Embassy to these facilities:
1. National Centre for Natural Sciences and Technology (NCNST or NCST)
2. MOD Technology Section

Dr. Dorman’s report will cover each visit in detail. This report focuses on those contacts
that can provide S & T cooperation/collaboration in ONRIFO’s OAS areas of interest.

State Department restrictions will limit or curtail our involvement with Hong Kong
because of its relationship with mainland China. A lukewarm naval interest in the
Philippines will similarly limit active ONRIFO ASIA involvement. The potential for
engagement with S & T interests in Thailand seems more likely, however, it may well be
in the biotechnology sector.

Of the four countries visited with Dr. Dorman, Vietnam provides the best opportunity for
ONRIFO involvement. However, given the state of development of the S & T sector, our
involvement will most likely be as benefactor rather than as equal partner. The possible
exception is in their biology-biotechnology fields. Vietnam has great biodiversity and
unique tropical environments that either are or should be of interest to DOD/DON.

Several United States Government Agencies have been, are presently or will be
journeying to Vietnam in the near future to become acquainted with their counterparts
and to establish cooperation leading to collaboration in their respective fields. This
follows the Spring 2001 signing of an S & T agreement between Vietnam and the United
States. Among the United States Agencies already involved are: NOAA; NWS; DOE;
USGS; US Army; NIH; and EPA.

Professor Hassan Ali (ONRIFO) and Dr. G. D’ Andrea (AROFE) visited several sites in
Vietnam in April. This was noted in our conversations, as was AOARD’s (Dr. Bret
Pokines) pending sponsorship of a nanno-technology workshop in 2002.



4. MOSTE and NCST Findings

Two umbrella groups of prime interest to ONRIFO OAS’s future activities are MOSTE
and NCST. We were accompanied on our Hanoi visits by Ms. Phuong of MOSTE and
Mr. N. Lap of NCST. Because of their positions within their respective organizations
and direct knowledge of Vietnamese scientists and institutions throughout their country,
it is my opinion that S & T contacts in Vietnam should be funneled directly through
them. The reasons are simple:

1. They are familiar with ONRIFO, our programs and capabilities.

2. They have had two ONRIFO visits in the last five months.

3. They have a good working relationship with US Embassy personnel.

4. They are located within the HQ of MOSTE and NCST and thus know the

proper contacts and because of their positions within the hierarchy possess “clout”

with scientists at the 17 institutions that perform Vietnam’s S & T work.

5. They have been given the task of implementing international S & T

cooperation and collaboration.

I presented both Ms. Phuong and Mr. Lap with verbal proposals for collaboration with
researchers in the United States: (1) Dr. G. M. Purdy, Director, Lamont Doherty Earth
Observatory of Columbia University and (2) Dr. John Brock, of USGS, St. Petersburg,
Florida. Initial contact by Drs. Purdy and Brock took place within 24 hours of our initial
meeting at MOSTE and NCST.

These initial inquiries from US scientists fit well with Vietnam’s stated needs and
interests for international cooperation/collaboration. There is an urgent need for coastal
data for establishment of an integrated Coastal Zone Management Project. In-depth
studies of Vietnam’s rivers would provide needed data for navigation, hazards, flood
control, etc. Lamont’s interest is in marine geological and geophysical investigations
related to Vietnam’s 3300 km of shoreline as well as river studies similar to their Hudson
River study for New York State. This is an area where LDEO could provide needed
assistance at minimal cost to ONRIFO. (A VSP or two would be needed for appropriate
Vietnamese scientists to travel to Lamont. Hopefully, a NICOP could be developed as a
result of this effort.)

Remote sensing of Vietnam was being stressed during all meetings, in particular as it
pertains to: understanding biodiversity; agriculture; disaster relief; mining and minerals;
health of coral reefs and the fishing industry; population relocation; identification of areas
needing remediation; water management and treatment; land use; climate change; coastal
changes (retreat and advance); creation of data bases; humanitarian projects; and de-
mining. Dr. Brock is interested in remote sensing of their coral reefs and access to data
from Vietnam. This should not involve requests for ONRIFO support.



Others at USGS, Office of Marine Geology in Woods Hole, Massachusetts are interested
in becoming involved in some of these other research areas. However, funding requests
to ONRIFO should be limited to a VSP or two.

Vietnam already has several international partners/collaborators. Among them are:
Russia; Ukraine; Poland; China; France; Germany; India; Japan; and Korea. There exists
a unique opportunity for the United States Navy, through ONRIFO Tokyo to become
involved in S & T issues with Vietnam. Vietnam has qualified ocean and earth scientists,
but doesn’t have the current laboratory or computer processing capability. They are
interested in many of the scientific areas that US scientists are, but since the VN
government determines and funds projects of national and ministerial importance, the
overriding determinate of Vietnamese S & T direction is very focused.

It might be best to involve US academic institutions like LDEO and US governmental
agencies like USGS in studies mention above and to have ONRIFO work out an
engagement strategy for de-mining Vietnam’s coastal and river waters. Perhaps Dr.
Todoroff would be interested in a de-mining workshop in Vietnam. In addition to the
bathymetric and oceanographic data that would be collected, there are substantial
humanitarian and public relations benefits as well as verification/testing of new detection
techniques and equipment in settings such as Haiphong Harbor or any of the major
Vietnamese rivers.

5. Hanoi Contacts

The Embassy of The United States of America, 7 Lang Ha, Hanoi, Vietnam
Gary Sigmon
sigmongr@state.gov

Lt.Col Frank L. Miller Jr., US Army Defense and Army Attache
Tel: (84-4) 772-1500, ext 2266; Fax: (84-4) 831-3239
millerfl@state.gov

Ministry of Science Technology and Environment (MOSTE)
39 Tran Hung Dao Street, Hanoi

Bui Ngoc Hoan, Director, Office of the Ministry

Tel: 8.263258; Fax: 84.48.252733

hoanbn@fpt.vn

Tran Cong Due, Deputy Director, Department for S & T Management in Industry
Tel: 84(4) 9 344 408 or 84(4) 8 228 875; Fax: 84(4) 252 733
tcdue@moste.gov.vn

Dr. Pham Huyen, Deputy Director General, Department of International Relations
Tel: (84.4) 943-5376; Fax: (84.4) 943 9987
phamhuyen@moste.gov.vn
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Mr. Le Thanh Binh, Senior Officer, Department of International Relations
Tel: (84.4) 822 8751; Fax: (84.4) 825 2733 or 9439987
lethanhbinh@moste.gov.vn

Ms. Luu Nam Phuong
International Relations Department MOSTE
namphuongluu@yahoo.com

Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment
National Institute of Science and Technology Policy and Strategy Studies (NISTPASS)
38 Ngo Quyen, Hanoi

Dr. Dang Duy Thinh, Vice Director

Tel: (+844) 8261.056; Fax: 844.8252.873

dangduythinh@hn.vnn.vn

Dr. Bach Tan Sinh
Tel: (84.4) 9.344102; Fax: (84.4) 8.252873
sinhanh@hn.vnn.vn and nistpass@hotmail.com

Dr. Tran Dinh Anh, President

National Center for Technological Progress (NACENTECH)
Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment

25 Le Thanh Tong Street, Hanoi

Tel: (84)4-8260962; Fax: (84) 4-9331467
trandinhanh@fpt.vn

National Centre for Natural Science and Technology (NCST)
Hoang Quoc Viet Road, Hanoi
Dr. Nong Van Hai, Principal Investigator, Head Applied DNA Technology Lab
Institute of Biotechnology (IBT)
Tel: (84 4) 7562934; Fax: (84 4) 8363144
vhnong@netnam.org.vn

Dr. Lai Huy Anh, Head of Administration Office
Head of Department of Geomorphology and Geodynamics

Institute of Geography
Tel: (04) 7564720 or (04) 7563807; Fax: (84.4) 361192

Prof. Nguyen Khoa Son, Dr.Sc., Director, Planning and Finance Department
Tel: (94-4) 7561723; Fax: (84-4) 7562765
nkson@hanimath.ncst.ac.vn

Mr. Nguyen Gia Lap, Secretary to Prof. Nguyen Van Hieu, President of NCST
Officer, International Cooperation Department

National Centre for Science and Technology of Vietnam (NCST)

222E/19 Doi Can Street, Ba Dinh, Hanoi
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Tel: (84.4) 8.361779 or 7.564333; Fax: (84.4) 7.564483 or 7.562764
nglap@netnam.vn

Bui Dinh Khuoc, Head, Technical Division
Marine Hydrometeorological Center
Nguyen Chi Thanh Street, Hanoi, Vietnam
Tel: 84.4.7730729; Fax: 84.4.8350606
mhcdanv@hn.vnn.vn

The Office of Naval Research International Field Office is dedicated to providing
current information on global science and technology developments. Our World Wide
Web home page contains information about international activities, conferences, and
newsletters. The opinions and assessments in this report are solely those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect official U.S. Government, U.S. Navy or ONRIFO
positions.
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